Student Success Portfolio Program

December Discussion Starters

Community Involvement

By becoming involved in community activities, students learn many important
social skills while developing understanding of leadership and teamwork
responsibilities.  Community activities include both volunteer and paid
employment opportunities. They can involve helping in a one day program as a
participant or in a yearly club or organization as a leader. The opportunities can
be planned to support a cause, offer peer tutoring to others, teach a specific skill
or program, and a multitude of other varied activities of interest to your student.

Below are some questions to start the discussion with your student about the role
they are playing in their local community and the artifacts they may want to
choose to place within their portfolios.

1. Create a list of all the different community activities that you have been
involved in with a brief description of your role in the activity.

2. How long have you been involved in the particular activities?

3. What did you enjoy most about your participation in the activity?

4. How did your participation in that activity help you in other areas of your life?

5. Do you have any mementos of your participation that you found to include in
your portfolio? For example, certificates, pictures, letters, newspaper clippings,
etc. will all serve as reminders of the activity when completing scholarship or
bursary applications.
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