President's Report
AGM November 20, 2024

Seeking New Terms
The following board directors will be seeking another term:

Jayesh Maniar (2nd one-year term) 
Jocelyne Fraser (2nd one-year term)
Marilyn Wiebe (2nd one-year term)
Vicky Hutchinson (2nd one-year term)
Peter Narth (2nd one-year term)
Betty-Jean Checkley (2nd one-year term)
Audrey Siemens (2nd one-year term)
Gabe Mercier (3rd one-year term)


Chapters and Special Interest Groups
Currently, there are eight RTAM Chapters:
Brandon and Area Retired Teachers Association
Calgary and Area
Éducatrices et éducateurs manitobains à la retraite (Les ÉMR, the only French-speaking chapter)
South West Assiniboine Chapter
St. James-Assiniboia Chapter
Swan Valley Retired Teachers
Thompson Association of Retired Teachers
VanIsles Chapter

There are also two Interest Groups:
French Book Club / Club de lecture francophone
RTAM Choir

New Chapter Seeking Membership
Portage la Prairie Chapter

ACER-CART Updates
With the withdrawal of Ontario (RTOERO) from ACER-CART, Bill Berryman from Nova Scotia became president. The primary issue with Ontario was the non-poaching approach by ACER-CART, as RTOERO sought to recruit members from other provinces. Currently, RTOERO is actively recruiting across Canada, focusing on membership and insurance revenues.
Membership
Membership has declined significantly with Ontario's departure, dropping from 168,000 to 84,204—a decrease of approximately 80,000. The executive believes they can continue without an increase in membership dues and function with the dues currently being received.

Cost Savings
Cost savings measures include holding general meetings every two years (2026 and 2028) and utilizing Zoom in the odd years, without elections. Meetings will rotate between the east and west. An AGM is required to meet federal requirements.

ACER-CART Priorities for 2024-25
ACER-CART aims to elevate the profile of our National Association within provincial associations and at all levels of government and beyond.
Priorities
Collaborate with like-minded organizations to develop strategies for aging at home.
Advocate for the development and implementation of a National Seniors’ Strategy, which includes a universal national Pharmacare program and combats privatization.
Strategies
Advocate for a public healthcare system that prioritizes appropriately supported care in seniors’ homes and communities.
Ensure members are supported in achieving financial stability to enable aging in place.
Complete the strategic plan.

Town Halls
RTAM is engaging with all political parties in Manitoba to discuss issues affecting retired teachers. Political parties are receptive to this advocacy effort. The first town hall was held with MLA Cindy Lamoureux from the Manitoba Liberal Party. The next town hall with the Manitoba Conservative Party is scheduled, and we are awaiting a date from the governing New Democratic Party.

The Pneumococcal Consortium
I attended two meetings of the Pneumococcal Consortium on September 20 and October 4, 2024. Discussions focused on pneumococcal disease and RSV. Key participants included:

Lucie Bucci – Chair Coordinator, BUCCI-HEPWORTH HEALTH SERVICES INC., Pincourt, Québec
Jenna Reynolds – Asma Canada, Toronto
Theresa Tang – Alberta (testing and education)
Craig Thomson – BC (public health, communicable diseases)
Peggy Hawthorn – USCO, Ontario (education)

Understanding Pneumococcal Disease
Pneumococcal disease is a respiratory illness caused by bacteria that commonly reside in the nose and throat. It can lead to both mild (e.g., ear infections) and serious infections (e.g., pneumonia). Vaccination significantly reduces the impact on seniors. Approximately 20% of the population is affected, with about 19% of Canadians being 65 and older, and 2-3% being under 2 years old.

An issue document on pneumococcal pneumonia and the importance of maintaining respiratory disease prevention across generations will be developed. This document will address the high costs associated with pneumococcal pneumonia, including:

Hospitalizations
Loss of productivity
Risk of outbreaks in communities
