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President’s Message
Richard R. Benoit



TRIBUTE TO THE RIGHT  
HONOURABLE EDWARD SCHREYER

Continued from page 3





Legislative Hearings re:  Bill 8
Respectfully submitted by Richard R. Benoit, President-RTAM



PENSION COMMITTEE REPORT
Anne Monk, Chair



WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Life Members

WELLNESS COMMITTEE
Lydia Heshka



After changing the AGM from June 
to April, we started our new year with 
breakfast at the Teulon Golf Course 
on June 8.  We reviewed our goals 
and in accordance with our mandate, 
“to stimulate a continuing interest 
in developments in education” plans 
were made for the year.   

In September we enjoyed lunch at the 
local 55+ plus facility.  The Interlake 
superintendent and assistant super-
intendent gave us a presentation on 
the Initiatives of the Interlake School 
Division:  Preparing today’s learner 
for tomorrow and educational sustain-
able development.

As well, we were brought up to date 
on the workings of the Balanced 
School Day which has been well- 
received by the division.

As retired teachers, we were invited 
to ‘use our wisdom’ to help out in the 
schools.

We are looking forward to our annual 
Pot-Luck Lunch in December and we 
hope to have a presentation by high-
school students.

We are also interested in the financial 
future of active teachers.  In Novem-
ber, IRTA is hosting a Pre-Retirement 
Seminar presented by RTAM.  

NEEPAWA AREA RETIRED TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION (IRTA) INTERLAKE 
RETIRED TEACHERS’ 
ASSOCIATION 
Submitted by Joie Van Dongen

Two Copies of KIT in One Household

Submitted by Doreen Murray

RTAM Board Meetings 
2009-2010
Thursday, January 21, 2010
Thursday, February 25, 2010
Thursday, March 25, 2010
Thursday, April 22, 2010
The AGM, May 11 and 12, 2010



Retired Women Teachers’ Association

NEEPAWA AREA RETIRED 
TEACHERS’ ASSOCIATION
Submitted by:  Homer Gill

RWTA Luncheon and Fashion Show
Submitted by Dolores Tutkaluk



RWTA FALL BUS TRIP
Submitted by Joan Anderson



(PNS) PROVINCIAL NORMAL SCHOOL CLASS 
OF 1956-57, 52ND REUNION Gloria Wilton



PRESENTATION TO LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE
Monday, September 28, 2009

Excerpt from the current  
BYLAWS regarding the Annual 
General Meeting:



Who said a picture is worth 1,000 words?  
Marguerite Ogilvie.

Minna Hitz.



ENJOY MOUNTAIN HIKING 
AND CAMPING?
Join us at Skyline Hikers of the Canadian Rockies
Rosemary McVicar

http://ca.mc570.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=ramcvicar@mts.net
http://www.skylinehikers.ca


The Premier Golf Tournament for retired teachers in 
Manitoba took eight days to complete.  No, it wasn’t a 
Guiness Book of Records attempt, but rather a response 
to a pounding rain storm that forced the organizing com-
mittee to officially postpone the event originally scheduled 
for September 8, to a week later at Oak Island Resort.

There were, however, a group of hardy participants who were 
camping at the Resort on September 8 and they noticed that 
the skies cleared and the sun shone, so they decided to seek 
permission to play that afternoon and enjoyed a sunny, warm 
and somewhat soggy round of golf.  Their scorecards were 
turned in to the Pro Shop and the staff at Riel’s Restaurant 
provided them with their banquet meal!  Now that’s service!

On September 15, the balance of the players who were 
able to keep their schedules clear assembled at the Oak 
Island Golf Course and, under blazing sunshine and a 
light breeze, enjoyed the beautiful scenery of the 18 hole, 
newly constructed, professionally designed golf course.  
This course and the Granite Hills course opened for play 
in 2008 and are the two most recently developed golf 
courses in the province.

The cumulative number of competitors who teed up was 128.

The retrogressive scoring system placed the 32 teams into 
four flights, which used the count back system.  

This resulted in the first place winners in each flight as 
follows:

YE ’OLE RUSTY CLASSIC 2009
Ron Kalinchuk

First in the First Flight with 59:  Terry Mayor, Don Tou-
gas, David Martino

First in the Second Flight with 65:  Ian Whyte, Evelyn 
Whyte, Mark Wilton, Rhonda Wilton

First in the Third Flight with 69:  James Dewan, Claudette 
Clossen, Beatrice Richot, Gene Richot

First in the Fourth Flight with 74:  Marie Burgess, Don 
Burgess, Leona Mackendeski, Lorne Mackendeski

A short business meeting at the conclusion of the prizes 
and awards ceremonies determined that the 2010 event 
will take place at the Granite Hills Course located near 
Lac Du Bonnet.  The Neepawa group in attendance gave 
notice that their members would like to be considered as 
the organizers for the 2011 event.

The 2009 committee found that if the mail-in system is 
used, all parties should get their cheques dispatched as 
quickly as possible.

The Virden Hospital Auxilliary received $375.00 from the 
putting contest, thanks to the generosity of the golfers in 
the tournament.  The committee voted and agreed that all 
surplus monies following the event would be donated to 
the Virden Junior High Breakfast program.  Over $300 
was donated to help students in that school get a good start 
to their learning day.

Bob Cochrane hands over the coveted Ole Rusty 
Classic trophy to John Geisiger who will head up 
next year’s committee.

First in the Fourth Flight with 74: Marie 
Burgess, Don Burgess, Leona Mackend-
eski, Lorne Mackendeski.

First in the Third Flight with 69: James Dewan, 
Claudette Clossen, Beatrice Richot, Gene 
Richot.



BOOK REVIEW  
Bill Cann, RTAM Travel Committee

http://www.airfarewatchdog.com/
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1605296414/ref=cm_cr_asin_lnk
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1605296414/ref=cm_cr_asin_lnk
http://www.amazon.com/gp/product/1605296414/ref=cm_cr_asin_lnk
http://www.airfarewatchdog.com/


When Does Emergency Medical Travel Coverage Begin?



When Does Emergency Medical Travel Coverage Begin?



RTAM WEBSITE (www.rtam.mb.ca)
Ron Kalinchuk (Webmaster)



Viscount Alexander Collegiate 

Friday, May 28th, 2010, during 
 VCM Reunion Weekend. 

Please send your contact information to 
normandee1@shaw.ca or 

through the shared website 
www.vmc50threunion.ca

VINCENT MASSEY COLLEGIATE 
Fort Garry

50th Anniversary Reunion 
May 27-30, 2010

We are looking for 12,000 alumni, former and current teachers 
submit your ( alumni, siblings, kids or parents) full contact 

information (last year attended, name, maiden name, address, 
phone and email) ASAP 

masseys50th@hotmail.com 
or 832-5599 to receive Reunion news. 

Website: www.vcm50th reunion.ca

CRICKET, ANYONE?

Anyone interested in playing the sport of cricket or  
introducing it to students can contact:

 Manitoba Cricket Association, (204) 925 5672, 
manitobacricket@shawbiz.ca

FACULTY of EDUCATION GRADS--UNIVERSITY of MANITOBA

50th Anniversary
Class of 1960 HOMECOMING 

September, 2010

We have address information assembled in 2005.  If there are 
changes in addresses or phone numbers, please contact:    

Judy Rannard(Cooper) jrannard@mts.net  or (204)488-6491  
Ted Poulter  tedpoult@mts.net  or (204)253-0287 

Mailed information will come out in the summer of 2010. 

CUBA EDUCATION TOURS 
ADVENTURERS:  Cuban Holiday Discovery Tour from December 24, 
2009 to January 2, 2010 is our only fully inclusive program, history, 
culture, nature and the beach. 

FRIENDS OF CUBA:  51st Anniversary of the Cuban Revolution Tour 
from December 27, 2009 to January 3, 2010.

EDUCATORS:  Teachers Introduction to Cuba Tour from December 27, 
2009 to January 3, 2010.

JAZZ FANS:  Havana International Jazz Festival Cuba Tour from 
February 7 to 16, 2010.

BOOK PEOPLE:  Librarians, Writers and Bibliophiles Havana Book 
Fair Tour from February 13 to 20, 2010.

Marcel Hatch, Education Director, Cuba Education Tours, 
1-877-687-3817  (without charges)        http://CubaFriends.com

MANITOBA TEACHERS’ COLLEGE

Class of 1958-59

Plans are underway for the Class of 1958-59 to celebrate 
our 52nd year reunion.
 
Winnipeg, MB on May 25, 2011.

Emily Jansen-Williamson: (204) 837-5668 or  
Marge Hatch-Coleman: coleman3@mts.net

MANITOBA EXCHANGE TEACHERS’ CLUB 

Centennial Celebration 
Saturday, May 1, 2010

Fort Garry Hotel, Winnipeg

Former exchangees and guests are invited.  

Please contact:   Marjorie Hutlet     mhutlet@mts.net 

RETURNING TO TEACH?
Visit www.traf.mb.ca for more information. 

Former students and teachers of  St .  John’s High School 
in Winnipeg are invited to register all pre-anniversary events. 
See  t he  A lumn i  webs i te  w w w.s t j ohnsh igh10 0.mb.c a  o r  
telephone  (204)589-4374 and speak to Barb Morrison.

St. John’s High School Centennial Anniversary
June 17 to 20, 2010

http://ca.mc570.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=mhutlet@mts.net
http://www.vmc50threunion.ca
mailto:jrannard@mts.net
http://ca.mc570.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=tedpoult@mts.net


EAL CLASSROOM ASSISTANTS NEEDED
The Immigrant & Refugee Community Organization of Manitoba (IRCOM) is 
currently recruiting reliable volunteers with classroom experience to assist 
with our Newcomer Literacy Initiative. IRCOM’s Newcomer Literacy Initiative 
consists of free English as an Additional Language (EAL) classes and free 
childminding for newcomers to Winnipeg.  

Volunteers can expect to assist EAL instructors to run activities and facilitate 
lessons for three hours per week from September to June.  

Individuals interested in volunteering for this exciting opportunity can con-
tact IRCOM’s Volunteer Coordinator, Erin Anderson at 943-8765, ext 23 or 
erina@ircom.ca for further information. To learn more about IRCOM and 
our programming please visit us at www.ircom.ca. 

“OCTOBERWEST” DND REUNION     

Winnipeg, Manitoba

OCTOBER 8, 9 & 10, 2010  

 Enjoy a friendly weekend in the HEART of Manitoba’s French 
Canadian Community.

 Happy Hour with German food.
Sites and Sounds of St.Boniface. 

Dinner and Dance and Volksmarch.  

 Spread the news to your friends and plan to be there.  Details to 
follow.  Contact Bessie Marie Hill 

@ 477-4580 or Pat Opalko       

WINDSOR PARK COLLEGIATE 

50th ANNIVERSARY 
Weekend of May 13th, 2011

We are looking to invite as many former staff as possible.  If you 
are a former WPC faculty member or have contact information as to 
how to locate any former staff, please contact us at the school 256-
7316 or e-mail sandi.wagner@lrsd.net or shauna.bunting@lrsd.net 

HARRISON HIGH SCHOOL 
Brandon, Manitoba

1960-1972

50th Anniversary Reunion

Sunday, July 4, 2010

Victoria Inn, Brandon 

Interested in attending? Please let former students and 
teachers know.  Send full contact information (years of 
attendance, name, address, phone number, and email 

address) to: Sally Bender:  benders@wcgwave.ca 

FRIENDS OF THE  
ASSINIBOINE PARK CONSERVATORY

On Sunday, January 31, the Friends of the Assiniboine 
Park Conservatory will host a Butterfly Conservatory 
Fundraiser with special guest Sara Williams presenting 
“Monet’s Giverny:  the Man and the Garden”.   Please 
join us for a wonderful afternoon (1:00 p.m.– 4:00 p.m.) 
at the Canadian Mennonite University, North Campus 
in the beautiful Great Hall. Tickets are $25 and include 
refreshments (delicious pastries, tea & coffee).  They 
can be purchased at the door or ahead by calling (204) 
895–4560 or execdir@mts.net. 

THE SIXTH ANNUAL LOUISA LOEB PERMIT  
TEACHERS’ REUNION

Louisa Loeb started the Permit Teachers’ Reunion in 2005.  Reunions 
continue because of popular demand.  More teachers participate each 
year.  This year we hope to reach even more permit teachers.

When Louisa Loeb was unable to coordinate the reunions due to 
health concerns, Margaret Lesperance coordinated the third and 
fourth annual reunions.  The fifth annual Louisa Loeb reunion was 
organized by the committee consisting of Theresa Antoniuk, Margaret 
Lesperance, Janet Klimchak, Wally Stoyko, Lawrence Suchar, Keith 
and Karen Boughton.

The Sixth Annual Louisa Loeb Permit Teachers’ Reunion will be held 
at the Victoria Inn Hotel, 1808 Wellington Avenue, Winnipeg, Manitoba, 
R3H 0G3 on Thursday, July 15, 2010, from 10:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. 
Registration will take place between 10:00 a.m. and 12:00 noon.  A “sit 
down” lunch will be served at 12:00 noon.   A menu will be included 
in your registration form.

Invitations are extended to each permit teacher and guest.  Please 
bring along memorabilia of your past permit teaching days for the dis-
play table. Stories will be welcome for oral presentations (about 3 – 5 
minutes in length). Our theme this year will be “Inspector Stories”.
For further information on this reunion, including registration processs, 
please contact by phone or letter: 

 Theresa Antoniuk, President, 483 Seven Oaks Ave., Winnipeg, 
MB, R2V 0L7,  1 (204) 586 -7985
Pre-registration is required--please have registration completed 
by April 30, 2010.
 

http://ca.mc570.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=execdir@mts.net
http://ca.mc570.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=benders@wcgwave.ca


PROVINCIAL NORMAL SCHOOL
Class of 1954-55

55th Anniversary Reunion

June 1-3, 2010
Victoria Inn (Brandon)

Preliminary information was mailed in January 2009 to those class  
members whose current addresses were available.  

No correspondence? 

Does the Planning Committee have your current address? 

Registration forms will be mailed in early November!

Contact: Shirley (Switzer) Bleackley 
(204)726-1591  or gwbsmb@mts.net 

NORMAL SCHOOL CLASS of 1955-1956 
 55th Reunion

May 28, 2011
PNS site on Shaftsbury Blvd.

Banquet
A time of sharing experiences, reminiscing and celebrating.

The Committee is trying to contact all members. 
Send names and addresses and request for information

55th PNS Reunion
Class of 1955-56

330 Montrose Street, Winnipeg, MB  R3M 3M8 
or email:  pns55reunion@gmail.com

THE TEACHER TRAINING CLASS

Brandon College Class of ‘60 is planning a 2010 reunion to 
celebrate 50 years!

Before plans can be finalized we need your help!   
Class members are invited to send your name, address,  

e-mail and phone number to:  

 Pat (Mowatt) Bowslaugh:  bowsp@wcgwave.ca 
or phone 728-4924  

or Marjorie (Hoy) Wildeboer, 201-6 Crocus Gardens, 
Brandon, MB  R7A 7R9 

Please include information on any classmates who may not 
be receiving KIT. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

At the 2009 RTAM Annual General Meeting, a motion changed 
the format for elections.  This is your first notice to consider 
nominating an RTAM member to serve on the Board.  Positions 
are confirmed annually for Officers and Directors.  Watch for 
further details in the next issue of KIT. 2010 ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING of RTAM

 
The 2010 Annual General Meeting of the Retired Teachers’ Association 
of Manitoba will be held in Winnipeg on May 11 and 12, 2010.  Please 
look for details and registration forms in the next edition of KIT.

http://ca.mc570.mail.yahoo.com/mc/compose?to=bowsp@wcgwave.ca






Have you moved or changed your address?

RTAM Plans administered by Johnson Inc.

Notice to paid KIT advertisers

Photos:

Advertising in KITComing Events


